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Foe  more  than  a  dozen  years  I  have  been  setting 
forth  an  idea  to  which  I  have  given  the  name  of  Doc- 
trine of  Individuality,  System  of  Individualism,  or 
Individuality  of  the  Individual.  That  is  my  Gospel, 
my  substitute  for  a  dying  or  a  dead  Christianity  ;  for 
perhaps  it  is  as  well  that  we  should  at  once  vote  Chris- 
tianity dead  and  have  done  with  it.  For  this  Gospel 
of  mine  I  have  published  books  and  written  essays  and 
reviews  and  articles  and  preached  and  lectured  and 
endeavoured  in  every  way,  always  avoiding  quackery 
and  ostentation,  to  recommend  it  to  the  notice  of  the 
Public  ;  but  better  than  all  I  have  endeavoured  to  live 
my  gospel;  and  no  one,  I  think,  can  say,  however 
otherwise  he  might  be  disposed  to  condemn  me,  that  I 
have  ever  deviated  from  the  valiant  and  often  troublous 
path  of  a  persistent  individuality.  Like  all  men  who 
set  forth  a  new  theory,  I  have  had  little  to  support  me 
but  my  own  enthusiasm,  and  have  been  seldom  under- 
stood, seldom  felt  except  when  I  could  pour  myself  as 
fiery  emotion  into  the  bosom  of  the  People.     The  cha- 


racter  and  object  of  my  present  address  do  not  much 
admit  of  emotional  utterance.  I  intend  to  give  you  the 
Outlines  of  Individualism ;  and  the  more  complete  and 
comprehensive  these  the  more  meagre  will  each  part 
by  itself  appear.  If  therefore  my  exposition  is  found 
to  be  dry,  blame  me  if  you  like,  but  also  blame  the 
hindrances  to  development  and  illustration  created  by 
the  attempt  to  compress  into  a  few  words  matters  very 
widely  and  very  variously  ramified.  Tou  will  pardon 
me  I  hope  if,  ceasing  not  to  be  earnest,  I  do  not  suc- 
ceed in  interesting. 

I  start  from  the  principle  that,  placed  in  the  midst 
of  Nature,  we  should  consider  nothing  wiser,  higher  or 
better  than  Nature.  I  therefore  reject  all  Supernatu- 
ralism  in  whatever  shape  it  comes  to  me.  Miracles  as 
physical  possibilities  and  historical  facts  I  reject ;  and 
I  reject  the  Past  whenever  it  assumes  the  air  of  infal- 
lible authority.  Here  we  stand,  the  Children  of  the 
Great  All ;  and  it  is  our  present  relations  to  the  Great 
All  that  we  are  to  determine.  The  Past  is  a  nonentity, 
and  of  the  Puture  we  know  nothing  except  that  the 
Universe  cannot  run  away  from  the  Universe.  The 
two  cardinal  elements  of  Humanity's  Eternal  Religion 
I  firmly  hold,  the  belief  in  God  and  the  belief  in  Im- 
mortality :  but  my  God  is  the  Infinite  and  Everlasting 
Life  that  flows  round  me  and  of  which  I  am  a  part, 
and  Immortality  I  allow  to  float  before  me  as  a  beau- 
tiful Ideal  without  presuming  to  speak  of  it  ever  with 
the  disgusting  familiarity  so  common  in  the  Christian 
Churches.  Now  in  Nature,  if  we  look  at  it  with  our 
natural  eyes  and  do  not  permit  ourselves  to  be  crazed 


by  creeds,  theologies,  and  dull  Metaphysics,  what  are 
the  two  chief  things  that  we  observe  ?  An  intense 
unity  and  a  boundless  multiformity,  which  are  the  re- 
sults of  each  other  and  the  conditions  of  each  other. 
The  Essence  is  One  and  the  Aspects  are  Manifold,  and 
the  Aspects  are  Manifold  because  the  Essence  is  One, 
and  the  contrary.  This  might  seem  simple  enough, 
and  altogether  indubitable  ;  but  look  how  it  is  denied 
by  Christians  and  by  Philosophical  Theists  who  make 
no  great  pretensions  to  Christianity  at  all.  Eor  the 
Christian  there  are  three  Omnipresent  Essences;  a 
Spirit  of  Omnipotent  Good  called  Jehovah,  and  a  Spirit 
of  Omnipotent  Evil  called  Satan,  and  a  limitless  lump 
of  Death  called  Matter.  Now  three  Essences  are  equi- 
valent to  no  Essence  at  all.  There  is  a  total  destruc- 
tion of  Unity,  and  it  is  not  diversity  which  we 
behold  branching  from  a  Central  Source  of  Unity 
but  the  fragments  of  the  Chaos  Matter  which  Jehovah 
and  the  Devil  in  their  ferocious  hate  hurl  at  each  other's 
heads.  Tou  are  not  much  better  off  if  you  adopt  the 
duality  of  the  Philosophical  Theists.  Two  Essences 
are  as  fatal  as  three  to  Cosmic  Harmony.  Tou  merely 
miss  the  liveliness  which  the  Devil  gave  to  the  concern; 
and  if  we  are  to  have  Chaos  by  all  means  let  us  have  a 
Devil  to  keep  our  heart  from  sinking  into  our  shoes. 
A  lady  was  once  attempting  to  paint  the  glories  and 
delights  of  Heaven  to  a  little  boy,  her  son.  At  last 
the  Child  said,  if  I  am  a  good  boy  and  go  to  Heaven, 
shall  I  sometimes  have  a  little  Devil  to  play  with  ?  In 
spite  of  her  glowing  pictures  the  boy  could  not  help 
thinking  Heaven  a  dreary  place,  only  to  be  made  tole- 
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rable  by  brisk  and  tricky  playmates  sometimes  coming 
from  the  opposite  side  of  the  street.  Now  your  Theist 
strives  to  be  very  eloquent  on  God,  the  pure  Spirit  as 
distinguished  from  gross  matter ;  but  he  only  makes 
us  sigh  for  the  Devil  to  kick  up  a  row.  The  oldest 
Religions  viewed  the  Universe  as  an  enormous  Living 
Creature  ;  not  as  a  conglomeration  of  points  here  and 
there  in  the  Void  but  as  a  stupendous  Organism  clasp- 
ing Immensity  with  its  minutest  fibres  and  stretching 
through  it  with  its  giant  limbs.  Now  this  is  the  truest 
and  noblest  view  of  the  Universe  and  there  is  no  mid- 
dle ground  between  it  and  victorious  Atheism.  Either 
there  is  no  God  or  there  is  only  this  Sublime  Being 
with  starry  eyes  and  starry  mantle  that  we  incessantly 
behold.  But  the  institutions  of  Men  rebel  against  this 
Grand  Doctrine,  and  the  Priests  offer  us  a  God  far 
beyond  the  Moon  and  somewhere  on  the  confines  of 
uttermost  space  ;  and  politicians  who  have  not  the 
genius  and  generosity  to  govern  for  their  country 
are  glad  that  the  People  should  be  terrified  by  the 
Priest's  Phantom  of  a  Divinity  that  keeps  glimmering 
and  gibbering  from  the  clouds  with  a  bundle  of  old  Jew 
rags  wrapped  round  his  shoulders  to  save  him  from 
freezing.  The  first  step  then  toward  the  overthrow  of 
our  social  and  political  evils,  toward  the  removal  of 
our  woes  of  every  kind,  must  be  the  destruction  of  a 
one-sided  and  dogmatic  spiritualism  which  models  or 
attempts  to  model  the  Community  according  to  its 
insane  caprice  and  to  drag  it  away  as  far  as  possible 
from  Nature.  But  how  are  you  to  set  about  this  r  To 
the  Priests  and  to  the  Government  you  preach  in  vain. 


They  have  a  direct  interest  in  support  of  what  is. 
Even  where  they  have  not  they  are  stupid  as  they  are 
indifferent.  At  all  events  the  godlike  growth  of  the 
Community  they  sneer  at  as  the  dream  of  fools,  or  the 
delusion  of  men  too  honest  for  this  world.  When  you 
talk  to  them  of  Nature  they  think  you  are  quoting 
Eousseau  ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  chief  articles  of  their 
creed  that  Eousseau  was  half  a  madman,  half  a  monster. 
To  whom  then  must  your  appeal  be  ?  To  the  Indi- 
vidual. Disenthral  him  from  sect  and  from  party; 
isolate  him  from  his  old  associations ;  paralyze  the  grasp 
that  custom  has  over  his  thoughts  and  doings ;  make 
him  a  free  and  strong  man,  eager  to  be  a  hero  whenever 
Society  demands  heroic  action  and  heroic  sacrifice. 
Now  there  are  four  ways  in  which  this  must  be  accom- 
plished :  first  by  invigorating  his  will ;  secondly  by 
teaching  him  to  renounce  the  old  silly  and  pedantic  no- 
tion that  he  consists  of  a  soul  and  a  body  always  at  war 
with  each  other,  and  enabling  him  to  feel  that  he  is  a 
vital  unity  manifesting  itself  by  multiformity  ;  thirdly 
by  accustoming  him  to  regard  Nature  as  the  Unity  of 
Unities  and  Multiformity  of  Multiformities  ;  fourthly 
by  arraying  before  him  each  object  in  Nature,  the 
flower,  the  tree,  the  insect,  the  bird  as  a  multiform 
unity.  By  invigorating  his  will  you  not  merely  give 
him  positive  force  for  all  his  future  march  ;  you  not 
merely  arm  him  with  mighty  resolve  for  mighty  achieve- 
ment; but  you  give  him  a  weapon  with  which  to  break 
that  which  is  his  most  unconquerable  hindrance  and  most 
formidable  curse, — the  bondage  of  Conventionalism. 
By  stamping  deep  in  his  breast  also  the  image  of  Him- 
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self  as  a  Multiform  Unity  and  not  a  compound  of  Soul 
and  Body,  of  Nature  as  a  Multiform  "Unity  and  not  a 
compound  of  Spirit  and  Matter,  of  every  object  in  Na- 
ture as  a  Mulfiform  Unity  and  not  a  bundle  of  parts 
each  independent  in  itself  and  hammered  into  artificial 
and  temporary  relationship  with  its  neighbour,  you  not 
simply  dower  him  with  a  healthy  glance  for  the  Universe 
but  you  give  him  the  sense  of  affinity  with  whatever  is 
vastest  in  Nature  and  of  brotherhood  with  the  smallest 
things.  That  sense  of  affinity  prodigiously  elevates 
him,  while  this  sense  of  brotherhood  makes  him  abound 
in  love. 

But  though  I  reject  the  notion  of  soul  and  body,  of 
spirit  and  of  matter,  there  is  plainly  an  Unknown  in 
the  Universe,  and  that  I  cannot  reject.  It  does  not 
matter  what  we  call  this  Unknown  ;  I  give  it  a  name 
familiar  enough  to  you  all, — Mystery.  The  Universe 
will  be  none  the  less  One  and  Manifold  if  we  regard  it 
as  Mysterious.  It  will  lose  none  of  its  joy,  none  of  its 
beauty ;  but  it  will  shine  with  a  sacred  glory.  It  will 
still  be  a  palace  where  the  Banquet  of  Life  is  spread, 
but  a  Temple  furthermore,  inspiring  divinest  visions, 
divinest  valor, — a  Temple  where  we  offer  the  worship 
of  holiest  emotion,  of  Titanic  Labors,  of  Martyrdoms 
for  Humanity,  and  which  we  shudder  to  desecrate  by  a 
base  desire  or  a  dishonorable  action.  Therefore  after 
having  invigorated  the  "Will  of  the  Individual,  after 
giving  him  lessons  as  intelligible  as  full  and  as  various 
as  possible  on  Unity  and  Multiformity,  after  having 
perfected  his  Moral  Transformation  I  take  him  into  the 
Region  of  the  Unknown,  the  Region  of  Mystery,  and 
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first  of  all,  the  Unknown  and  the  Mysterious  of  his  own 
Nature.  This  descent  into  the  Abyss  of  his  own  Mys- 
tery I  call  Intuitionalism.  Not  for  the  sake  of  Ab- 
straction, of  Speculation,  of  Self-analysis  do  I  recom- 
mend it.  No  more  unwholesome  occupation  than  a 
Man's  always  looking  into  his  intellectual  Stomach. 
But  the  Religious  Transformation  of  the  Individual 
cannot  be  commenced  or  completed  without  Intuition- 
alism. It  is  from  the  profoundest  sense  of  Mystery  in 
himself  that  he  rises  to  the  profoundest  sense  of  Mys- 
tery in  the  Universe.  Thousands,  Millions  of  Indivi- 
duals, so  transformed  morally,  so  transformed  religious- 
ly, are  the  materials  for  a  future  Community  in  which 
should  prevail  what  I  call  Pantheistic  Harmony,  com- 
bining the  poetic  recognition  of  Nature  as  a  palace  and 
the  pious  recognition  of  it  as  a  Temple. 

There  are  earnest  men  in  these  days  who  say  that 
we  must  ignore  Political  Institutions  and  the  Individual 
too  and  aim  at  social  change  directly  and  solely  through 
social  organization.  I  admire  their  enthusiasm  but  I 
hope  nothing  from  their  efforts.  It  is  strange  that 
those  who  are  so  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  impotence 
of  political  institutions  should  have  such  fervent  faith 
in  the  omnipotence  of  social  institutions. 

There  are  other  earnest  men  who  disgusted  with 
current  Orthodoxies  and  Superstitions  take  as  a  Grospel 
the  Denial  of  the  Invisible.  This  is  to  assume  what 
all  History  refutes,  that  Religion  is  not  one  of  Man's 
eternal  instincts  and  that  it  is  the  invention  solely  of 
priests  and  politicians.  These  misuse  it  to  their  own 
base  purposes ;  but  they  could  never  invent  it. 
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Though  what  I  call  Pantheistic  Harmony  will  form 
the  ultimate  condition  of  Society  as  far  as  I  am  able  to 
imagine  and  to  predict,  I  do  not  think  that  it  will  come 
so  soon  as  some  of  the  events  proclaimed  by  those  who 
pretend  to  explain  the  Apocalypse.  I  believe  that 
Society  has  only  gone  through  two  of  its  five  long 
stages  of  development. 

Before  the  Coming  of  Christ  Humanity  was  passing 
through  its  Physical  Phase.  The  Civilization  of  the 
Ancients  had  a  grandeur  and  a  unity  with  which  our 
Civilization  cannot  for  a  moment  compare.  But  with 
all  its  excellence  and  beauty,  and  I  passionately  adore 
it,  it  was  the  Deification  of  the  Sensuous.  Man  marched 
in  the  midst  of  Nature  as  a  sunny  and  stalwart  sym- 
metry, but  he  often  exulted  too  much  in  his  pride  of 
force,  and  drinking  eagerly  the  cup  of  joy,  he  forgot 
too  readily  that  the  tears  of  his  brother  were  the  price 
of  the  draught. 

At  the  advent  of  Christianity  the  Human  Race  en- 
tered on  its  second  or  Intellectual  Phase.  JSTow  the 
intellect  is  of  all  human  principles  the  least  fertile  and 
the  least  genial ;  and  Christianity  whenever  it  has  had 
full  swing  has  been  eminently  hostile  to  the  best  inte- 
rests of  mankind.  If  Ancient  Civilization  sinned  it 
sinned  through  excess  not  through  defect.  The  ear- 
liest home  of  the  Human  Race  was  India ;  thence  came 
Man's  first  Religion,  his  first  Culture  of  every  kind.  Is 
it  to  be  marvelled  at  that  the  Religion,  that  the  Culture, 
that  the  resulting  political  organization,  military  enter- 
prises, artistic  achievements,  social  life,  should  be  clothed 
with  India's  odorous  air  and  boundless  exuberance, 
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should  be  lavish  as  India's  productions,  and  enormous 
as  India's  mountains  and  monuments  ?     Now  Chris- 
tianity in  its  dainty  disdain  for  the  senses  thought  that 
it  could  not  go  too  far  in  the  other  extreme,  and  a  man 
was  called  a  Saint  who  made  himself  perfectly  useless, 
who  severed  himself  as  entirely  as  he  could  from  human 
intercourse,  who   never  washed  himself,   who  never 
got  a  new  garment  till  the  old  one  dropt  in  rags  from 
his  back,  who  dined  on  fruits  and  roots,  and  who  was 
so  much  a  Teetotaller  as  to  have  a  whole  fountain  to 
himself.     Christianity  put  the  Spirit  in  contrast  with 
the  Senses.     But  when  you  carry  that  contrast  to  the 
utmost  what  is  it  that  you  accomplish  ?     Tou  destroy 
the  balance  of  the  human  faculties ;  you  provoke  the 
most  fatal  reactions ;   and  no  sensualities  among  the 
Ancients  were  over  so  incurable  and  so  disgusting  as 
those  which  prevail  and  have  prevailed  in  Christian 
lands  and  which  are   the   direct  and  natural   conse- 
quence of  Christian  Teachings.     I  should  like  to  know 
the  sequel  of  a  few  Methodist  Love  Feasts  whose  pro- 
fessed obj ect  is  the  promotion  of  Spiritualism.     In  truth 
the  excitement  of  Christian  Fanaticism  is  kindred  ever 
to  the  most  furious  and  uncontrollable  animality ;  and 
a  Harry  the  Eighth  could  be  a  zealous  defender  of  the 
Faith  and  yet  a  lustful  and  murderous  beast.      But 
moreover  proclaim,  try  to  exalt,  try  to  make  exclusive, 
Christian  Spiritualism,  what  is  inevitable  ?     The  spiri- 
tual fever  of  the  Multitude  renders  them  the  more 
easily  dupes  to  the  intellect  of  the  few.     It  is  said  that 
Christianity  abolished  slavery;  though  that  is  not  true. 
But  if  it  were  true  the  Gospel  would  only  have  des- 
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troyed  the  bondage  of  the  body  to  bring  a  more  cruel 
and  adamantine  bondage  of  the  soul.  Glance  at  the 
Crusades;  forget  their  poetical  aspects;  forget  the 
benefits  they  caused  but  never  contemplated;  and  were 
they  not  the  purest  insanities  into  which  nations  ever 
rushed  ?  The  only  defence  which  Man  has  against  the 
wiles  of  the  Priest  and  the  whims  of  the  Despot  is  in 
those  very  senses  which  Christianity  despises ;  for  these 
give  him  the  consciousness  of  a  strength  with  which 
Priests  and  Despots  dare  not  trifle.  You  have  as  the 
fruits  of  your  Christian  Spiritualism,  a  self-denial,  an 
asceticism  most  unnatural,  with  the  morbid  monkery 
of  pious  old  maids  to  make  it  ridiculous  ;  a  gross  and 
abominable  sensuality  as  unnatural  but  the  re-action 
against  that  asceticism,  the  attempt  of  suppressed 
forces  to  assert  and  to  regain  their  rights  ;  and  under 
the  pretence  of  rendering  every  Individual  the  freedman 
of  Christ,  and  of  clothing  him  with  a  spiritual  dignity 
and  an  intellectual  eminence  which  teach  him  to  des- 
pise the  Poor  Greek  and  the  Poor  Roman  you  simply 
enthrone  Jesuitism  as  the  Queen  of  the  "World.  This 
then  is  my  verdict  on  Christianity  ;  that  it  flatters  its 
adherents  with  receiving  a  spiritual  elevation  and  a 
spiritual  disenthralment,  but  that  it  changes  Society 
into  an  arid  and  joyless  thing  to  be  tossed  and  twisted 
and  trampled  as  it  pleaseth  Diplomatists  and  Eccle- 
siastics. Greatly  therefore  are  those  deceived  or 
greatly  do  they  deceive  others  who,  aver  that  Christia- 
nity is  the  Eeligion  of  the  People. 

But  this  intellectual  phase  of  Human  Development, 
and  with  it,  Christianity,  is  drawing  to  a  close.     "We 
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are  now  entering  on  the  Moral  Phase  of  Humanity's 
Growth,  the  long  struggle  of  the  Human  "Will  against 
the  intellectual  weapons,  against  the  potent  machina- 
tions of  Priests  and  Politicians.  This  struggle  will  last 
for  a  thousand  years  or  so.  The  People  will  never  be 
any  match  for  their  temporal  and  spiritual  tyrants  in 
intellectual  debate.  These  are  too  well  read  in  the 
Logic  of  the  Devil.  The  People  must  dwarf  them  into 
insignificance,  must  efface  them  from  the  Earth  by  the 
grandeur  of  their  own  moral  superiority.  I  trust  that 
the  time  has  now  come  when  the  People  can  bear  to 
have  all  the  truth  told  them ;  when  they  can  no  longer 
be  deluded  by  demagogues ;  when,  denouncing  class 
legislation,  they  will  cease  themselves  to  seek  advan- 
tages only  for  a  class,  and  contend  as  heroes  for  nothing 
less  than  the  glory  and  progress  of  the  United  Nation. 
If  that  time  has  come,  deeds  flashing  and  fulminating 
from  English  shores,  deeds  worthy  of  England's  most 
valiant  battles  in  the  Past,  deeds  worthy  of  England's 
noblest  aspirations  for  the  Future,  will  utter  to  Earth 
and  Heaven  what  I  in  briefest  speech  am  stating  to 
you,  that  the  Moral  Phase  of  Humanity  has  begun. 

The  fourth  or  Religious  Phase  will  follow  the  Mo- 
ral Phase,  Man  laying  at  the  feet  of  the  Infinite  what 
he  has  wrenched  from  the  grasp  of  the  Jesuit  and  the 
Oppressor.  Sense  predominant,  Intellect  predomi- 
nant, Will  and  Conscience  predominant,  these,  leaving 
out  the  other  elements,  make  only  a  one-sided  Man, 
a  one-sided  Community.  Prom  conflict  therefore  with 
all  his  foes  in  the  Moral  Phase  Man  will  ascend  to  the 
sacred  joy  of  the  Eeligious  Phase.     Well  will  he  have 
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paid  for  the  Festival  with  the  Combat,  but  the  Festival 
will  be  as  in  the  primeval  freshness  and  outpouring  of 
the  "World,  a  worship  no  less  than  a  rapture  and  a  re- 
ward, when  the  Father  of  the  Family  was  the  only 
priest  and  when  according  to  the  old  Oriental  Fable 
Angels  came  to  the  Patriarch's  tent  and  shared  his 
hospitable  repast. 

The  fifth  and  last  act  of  the  Drama  of  Humanity 
will  be  Pantheistic  Harmony,  in  which  neither  as  in 
ancient  times  will  there  be  a  predominance  of  the  Sen- 
suous, nor  as  in  Christian  Civilization  a  predominance 
of  the  Intellectual  under  the  pretence  of  Spiritualism, 
nor  as  in  the  Phase  on  which  we  are  about  to  enter  a 
predominance  of  heroic  "Will,  nor  as  in  the  Phase  suc- 
ceeding that  a  strange  Mystical  joy  of  which  it  is 
difficult  for  us  at  present  to  form  an  idea,  but  when  all 
the  attributes  of  Human  Nature  shall  march  together 
in  magnificent  concord,  regular  and  mighty  as  the  orbs 
in  the  sky,  regular  and  beautiful  as  the  Seasons  on  the 
Earth. 

This  development  of  Principles  in  Human  Nature 
has  in  the  Doctrine  I  am  now  expounding  to  you  its 
counterpart  in  the  Development  of  Faculties  in  the 
Individual,  which  Development  I  divide  into  eight 
successive  phases : — Instinctive  Faith,  Traditional  Be- 
lief, Critical  Negation,  Logical  Acquiescence,  Meta- 
physical Scepticism,  Spiritual  Conviction,  iEsthetical 
Completeness,  Divine  Harmony. 

The  first,  Instinctive  Faith,  is  the  Faith  which  when 
left  to  ourselves  and  our  instincts  we  form  in  our 
Childhood. 
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The  second,  Traditional  Belief,  is  the  sort  of  trash 
with  which  we  are  crammed  by  our  parents  and  priests, 
which  pictures  God  as  an  Omnipotent  Fiend  on  the 
Throne  of  the  Universe,  and  which  makes  the  nights 
of  our  youth  sleepless  and  the  days  of  our  youth 
gloomy  with  the  dread  of  Damnation. 

The  third,  Critical  Negation,  is  the  Bevolt  of  our 
"Wit  and  Understanding  against  these  Creeds  of  An- 
guish and  Cruelty.  "We  live  for  a  season  in  bold 
denial  and  reckless  mockery. 

The  fourth,  Logical  Acquiescence,  is  the  abandon- 
ment of  this  negative  position  and  this  mocking  air  and 
the  attempt  to  reconstruct  a  Religion,  a  Faith  for  our- 
selves, with  the  mere  understanding  and  without  the 
help  of  other  faculties.  This  is  Rationalism,  and  the 
best  illustration  of  it  in  this  country  is  Unitarianism. 

The  fifth,  Metaphysical  Scepticism,  is  the  Doubt  into 
which  all  our  faculties  rush  the  moment  they  discover 
how  arid  and  how  poor  is  any  faith  which  has  the  un- 
derstanding alone  for  Creator.  Here  we  do  not  grap- 
ple merely  with  things  of  human  invention  as  in  the 
third  phase ;  we  seize  the  very  foundations  of  the  Uni- 
verse and  like  Titans  trying  to  crush  the  Grods  we 
strive  to  hurl  all  things  into  the  howling  confusion  of 
one  vast  Abyss.  This  is  that  tragedy  of  tragedies  from 
which  no  noble  and  earnest  and  gifted  soul  can  in  these 
days  escape. 

The  sixth,  Spiritual  Conviction,  is  the  Belief  to 
which  all  our  faculties  ascend  after  this  shriek  of  wrath, 
after  this  Crucifixion.  Byron  never  got  further  and 
perhaps  would  never  have  got  further  than  what  I  call 
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Critical  Negation.  Shelley,  that  Beautiful  One,  was 
writhing  in  Metaphysical  Scepticism  when  he  vanished 
so  untimely  from  among  men.  A  few  years  more  would 
have  brought  him  to  complete  Spiritual  Conviction. 

The  seventh,  iEsthetical  Completeness,  is  our  Edu- 
cation in  the  Artistic  and  the  Poetic,  Education  so 
multiform  and  so  perfect  as  to  make  whatever  we  be- 
hold a  glorious  correspondence  to  the  breadth  and 
strength  and  geniality  of  our  Spiritual  Conviction.  It 
is  the  reconciliation  of  the  Individual  and  the  Universe, 
so  that  we  feel  our  life  in  all  forms  of  Nature,  and  all 
forms  of  Nature  in  our  life. 

The  eighth,  Divine  Harmony,  answers  in  the  Indi- 
vidual to  Pantheistic  Harmony  in  the  Social  Whole. 
It  is  the  mellowing  into  a  potent  valiant  and  most 
musical  unity  of  the  holiest  and  most  ennobling  results 
gathered  from  all  the  previous  phases.  It  might  be 
called  in  the  language  of  Theologians,  Beatification. 

It  is  one  among  the  aims  of  Individualism  to  honor 
all  Man's  faculties  equally,  his  Eeason  no  less  than  his 
Imagination,  his  Imagination  no  less  than  his  Con- 
science, because  it  views  Man  as  a  melodious  unity 
flowing  from  the  Great  Unity  of  All, — Creation.  Ho- 
noring all  Man's  faculties  I  honor  all  his  passions.  I 
think  it  absurd  to  speak  of  bad  passions.  There  are 
no  bad  passions.  Then  only  are  passions  bad  when 
they  monopolize  the  entire  Individual,  but  this  not 
because  they  are  evil  in  themselves  but  because 
through  them  he  ceases  to  be  what  Nature  made 
him.  But  he  equally  ceases  to  be  what  Nature 
made  him  if  Intellect  entirely  monopolizes  him. 
There  are  persons  who  reject  the  monstrous  doctrine 
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of  Hereditary  Depravity  which  has  nothing  to  plead  in 
its  favor  but  some  old  Jew  fables,  who  yet  speak  of 
passion  as  some  devouring  leprosy  in  the  Human  Heart. 
And  the  Political  Economists  think  we  should  have  the 
right  kind  of  World  at  last  if  we  could  cut  all  the  pas- 
sions out  of  a  Man.  They  would  extinguish  every 
vestige  of  fire,  even  that  which  warms  and  cheers  us, 
even  that  which  cooks  our  food,  because  village  bump- 
kins make  silly  bonfires  when  a  lordling  is  born,  because 
little  boys  burn  their  fingers  with  gunpowder,  and 
because  the  streets  of  cities  are  sometimes  blasted  into 
ruin  with  the  breath  of  the  Conflagration.  But  I  am 
a  fireworshipper.  Eire  is  to  me  sacred,  Passion  is  to 
me  sacred,  even  the  decried  passion  of  Eevenge.  "Why 
should  I  pardon  villains  from  whom  I  have  received  the 
most  flagrant  insults,  the  deadliest  injuries,  merely  to 
swell  the  cant  of  a  Christian  Charity  ?  Christ  said, 
Love  your  Enemies.  Did  he  love  his  own  enemies  ? 
Did  he  shew  great  affection  for  the  Scribes  and  Phari- 
sees ?  Had  he  any  very  special  regard  for  that  Herod 
whom  he  called  the  Eox  ?  Did  not  Christ  brand  with 
immortal  infamy  the  Man  who  betrayed  him  ?  Love 
your  Enemies !  But  if  we  really  love  them  our  Love 
cannot  be  of  much  value  to  any  body  else,  and  if  we  do 
not  love  them  but  affect  to  love  them  we  are  hypocrites. 
All  the  more  bitterly  we  hate  our  enemies,  all  the  more 
warmly  shall  we  love  our  friends.  Ought  the  Repub- 
licans and  the  Honest  Men  in  Prance  to  love  or  to  hate 
Louis  Napoleon?  To  love  him  says  Christian  Charity; 
to  hate  him  say  Common  Sense,  Passion,  and  Nature ; 
and  all  the  People  shall  say,  Amen.     To  hate  him,  and 

B3 


18 

to  rush  in  maddest  vengeance  on  him  as  on  a  tiger  or 
a  rattlesnake.  Earth  breathes  the  freer  when  there  is 
one  miscreant  the  less.  And  a  man  who  when  millions 
are  on  the  verge  of  famine  travels  with  an  army  of 
cooks  where  Napoleon  the  Great  travelled  with  an 
army  of  the  bravest  soldiers  in  the  world,  is  not  exactly 
a  man  to  be  mercifully  dealt  with.  Catch  him  and  put 
him  in  a  cage  whenever  you  have  the  opportunity,  the 
Man  not  of  the  Iron  but  the  Brazen  Mask ;  I  advocate 
no  harsher  measure.  And  probably  none  of  that  weep- 
ing multitude  that  followed  to  the  grave  the  brave 
and  truthful  Francis  Arago  would  like  to  pollute  hand 
or  dagger  with  killing  a  Hyaena. 

As  strong  as  Revenge  or  any  other  passion  in  the 
human  heart  is  the  passion  of  "War.  Quakers,  Cobdens, 
Brights,  Mialls  and  the  other  whimpering  cowards  tell 
you  that  it  is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  strangle 
Man's  martial  propensities,  to  emasculate  him,  to 
change  him  into  a  peaceable  Eunuch  ready  to  lick  the 
feet  of  ferocious  Czars.  They  issue  their  silly  tracts, 
and  they  babble  their  silly  speeches  and  they  try  to 
feed  us  all  on  tapioca.  But  whatever  is  noblest  in  us 
revolts  against  their  debasing  doctrines.  Our  most 
generous  emotions  are  ever  closely  entwined  with  our 
military  instincts.  If  it  were  necessary  to  reason  on 
the  subject  it  would  be  easy  to  show  how  much  of  fire 
"War  gives  to  patriotism,  how  much  of  chivalry  to  cha- 
racter, how  much  of  variety  and  energy  to  civilization. 
But  for  present  purposes  no  argument  is  required.  It 
is  simply  necessary  to  point  to  the  fact  that  the  pug- 
nacious tendency  is  an  indestructible  element  in  Hu- 


19 

man  Nature,  and  is  as  little  the  invention  of  great 
Warriors  as  religion  is  of  priests  or  the  appetite  for 
food  of  cooks.  "What  right  have  these  peace  folks  to 
cut  and  carve  in  Human  Nature  in  the  fashion  they  do? 
Why  do  they  not  get  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  de- 
throning God  for  making  sharks,  crocodiles,  and  boa 
constrictors  ?  Why  do  they  wish  the  privilege  of  cut- 
ting throats  limited  to  their  beloved  Nicholas  ?  Why 
should  England  be  the  first  to  trim  and  twaddle  into  a 
milksop  ?  Away  with  such  craven  slang.  We  can 
dispense  with  their  free  trade  in  bread  if  they  will  not 
let  us  have  free  trade  in  bayonets.  If  the  newspapers 
are  sold  to  the  stockjobbers,  and  if  the  stockjobbers 
are  greater  serfs  to  Nicholas  than  those  he  has  in  his 
own  dominions,  we  the  People  have  surely  some  of  Old 
England's  spirit  and  Old  England's  pith  left  yet.  If 
we  have  not,  I  care  not  how  soon  the  Cossacks  are 
dashing  along  under  the  shadow  of  Saint  Paul's  ;  in 
which  case  I  should  go  and  see  how  brave  men  can 
fight  and  brave  men  can  die  in  Circassia. 

Not  less  than  to  War  does  Individualism  do  homage 
to  Nationality.  Nothing  so  natural  as  the  family,  and 
a  nation  is  simply  the  family  developed,  to  be  held  as 
sacred  therefore  as  the  family,  and  as  valiantly  defended. 
Who  does  not  owe  much  to  the  sanctity  and  the  love 
that  made  the  paternal  hearth  soft  and  sweet  as  odorous 
breezes  but  impregnable  as  a  wall  of  mountain  preci- 
pices ?  Who  has  not  had  some  grand  virtue  nourished  in 
him  by  the  memory  of  Home  when  long  and  weary  years 
and  a  thousand  leagues  of  howling  waves  lay  between 
him  and  that  paradise  of  his  childhood  ?     And  what  is 
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the  fatherland  but  an  enlarged  home — the  home  of 
thirty  millions  of  brothers  and  sisters  ?  And  are  we 
to  believe  the  charlatans  who  tell  us  that  as  War  is  the 
worst  of  crimes,  Nationality  is  the  most  foolish  of 
dreams  ?  Shall  we  not  still  continue  to  think  that  the 
shores  and  the  valleys  of  our  country  are  dearer  and 
more  beautiful  than  the  shores  and  the  valleys  of  all 
the  world  besides  ?  But  these  persons  who  affect  to 
speak  with  such  contempt  of  Nationality  are  the  same 
who  force  so  many  of  our  unfortunate  fellow-citizens 
to  live  in  dark  damp  putrid  dwellings  steaming  with 
filth  and  pestilence  while  they  are  bawling  and  sub- 
scribing at  Exeter  Hall  to  convert  Hottentots,  Pata- 
gonians,  Kangaroos,  and  Ourang-Outangs.  Tes : — 
you  are  a  great  Philanthropist  in  England  a  very  great 
Philanthropist  indeed  if  you  have  so  much  philanthropy 
that  you  never  do  any  good  to  one  of  your  own  coun- 
try, sneer  at  national  glory  and  national  enthusiasm, 
devote,  with  an  immense  flourish  of  trumpets,  to  some 
scheme  of  the  Mawworms  for  the  propagation  of  Rum, 
the  Small  Pox,  and  the  Gospel,  at  the  North  Pole  and 
in  the  interior  of  Africa,  some  small  fraction  of  the 
infamous  gains  which  you  have  wrung  with  cruel  vil- 
lanous  extortionate  hands  from  the  bloody  sweat,  the 
lacerated  feet,  the  broken  hearts  of  the  Poor.  Prom 
such  Philanthropy  as  that  may  even  the  Devil  deliver 
us  if  the  Lord  is  not  willing. 

Branching  from  Nationality  is  another  evolvement 
of  Individualism,  that  of  Nations  considered  as  Agents 
of  Civilization.  Each  nation  like  each  individual  has 
an  allotted  part  in  the  destinies  and  developments  of 
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the  Universe ;  but  some  nations  play  and  have  played 
notably  and  unmistakeably  a  leading  part.  Of  these 
there  are  fourteen  whose  names  and  vocations  I  can  do 
little  more  than  give  without  any  attempt  at  amplifi- 
cation or  illustration. 

First,  Egypt  and  Religion.  The  men  who  wrote 
the  earlier  books  of  the  Old  Testament  told  as  many 
lies  as  they  could  about  Egypt.  This  was  natural 
enough,  for  as  the  Egyptians  despised  the  Hebrews  it 
was  natural  that  ethe  Hebrews  should  hate  the  Egyp- 
tians. But  the  Egyptian  Government  was  really  the 
best  Government  that  has  ever  been  in  this  world.  It 
was  a  Theocracy;  and  the  Theocracy  represents  in 
most  poetic  and  harmonious  unity  the  social,  religious, 
and  political  life  of  the  People.  It  is  the  sacred  pas- 
sions of  the  People  flowing  into  one  mighty  flame  of 
worship. 

Second,  Greece  and  Beauty.  The  Greek  was  pa- 
triotic, he  was  warlike ;  he  was  so  full  of  faculty  that 
there  was  nothing  in  which  he  was  not  fitted  to  excel : 
but  his  whole  heart  and  the  whole  opulence  of  his 
efforts  streamed  in  radiance  and  rapture  toward  the 
Beautiful. 

Third,  Palestine  and  Eaith.  I  think  that  though 
the  Jews  have  given  us  the  Bible,  yet  that  of  all  men 
who  have  ever  been  in  this  world  they  have  had  the 
least  of  the  religious  feeling,  except  perhaps  my  coun- 
trymen the  Scotch  who  burn  themselves  to  death  with 
whisky  as  a  sacrifice  to  that  hideous  Moloch,  their 
hellish  Sunday,  the  mark  of  whose  vulture  claws  I  still 
have  upon  my  soul.     But  if  the  Jews  had  no  religion 
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they  had  prodigious  pertinacity  of  purpose ;  and  this 
from  time  to  time  elevated  them  to  something  not  far 
from  sublimity. 

Fourth,  Rome  and  Force.  The  Romans  were,  con- 
sidered as  a  moral,  intellectual,  and  physical  unity,  the 
strongest  of  men :  but  their  strength  was  especially 
shown  in  law  and  in  political  organization. 

Fifth,  Arabia  and  Miracle.  By  Miracle  I  mean 
the  infinitely  astonishing,  and  such  surely  was  the 
career  of  the  Arabs  in  an  incomparable  degree  for  six 
or  seven  hundred  years  after  the  advent  of  Mahomet. 

Sixth,  Italy  and  Art.  The  Eoman  Genius  was  not 
peculiarly  artistic  ;  but  as  the  Southern  part  of  Italy 
was  in  a  great  measure  colonized  by  Greeks,  and  as 
towards  the  North  "West  the  Old  Etruscan  traditions 
so  strongly  savouring  of  Art  survived,  to  these  circum- 
stances more  than  to  the  influence  of  the  Eoman 
Catholic  Church  must  we  ascribe  the  predominance 
that  Art  obtained  in  Italy. 

Seventh,  France  and  Manners.  The  French  are  a 
great  and  gallant  people  ;  none  so  willing  to  admit  that 
as  I;  but  they  are  not  a  poetic  or  original  people. 
They  are  satisfied  if  they  can  put  the  stamp  of  fashion 
on  whatever  they  approach ;  but  with  the  essence  of 
things  they  do  not  bother  themselves  much.  They 
have  more  ingenuity  than  talent,  more  talent  than 
genius,  and  though  in  their  epic  moments,  their  revolu- 
tionary outbursts,  there  is  no  nation  so  stupendous  and 
imposing,  yet  in  their  normal  existence  they  are  satis- 
fied if  they  can  make  the  women  all  over  Europe  wear 
preposterous  bonnets  liker  fat  and  dropsical  pigtails 
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than  anything  else,  and  the  men  preposterous  trowsers 
which  look  as  if  the  wearers  had  stolen  the  coverlets 
of  patches  made  by  their  grandmothers,  cut  them  with 
a  carving  knife,  and  pasted  the  shreds  with  treacle 
into  Siamese  Twin  Bags. 

Eighth,  Spain  and  Eomance.  Over  Spain  in  its  pre- 
sent state  we  can  only  mourn  ;  but  to  Spain  we  should 
never  be  ungrateful  even  if  she  had  done  nothing  more 
than  tinge  the  literature  and  civilization  of  Europe 
with  the  Eomantic.  The  Conflict  and  the  Mingling 
of  Christianity  and  Mahometanism  in  Spain  is  the 
chief  source  of  the  romance  for  which  Spain  will 
always  be  famous,  even  if  it  should  fall  much  lower 
than  it  has  now  fallen,  if  that  be  possible. 

Ninth,  Germany  and  Thought.  A  vast  deal  of 
German  Metaphysical  Speculation  is  mere  word  mon- 
gering,  mere  hair  splitting.  A  vast  deal  also  is  the 
mere  reproduction  of  Greek,  Oriental,  and  Christo- 
Mystical  Idea.  Nevertheless  in  the  regions  of  pure 
unadulterated  Metaphysics,  the  Germans  have  gone 
deep  very  deep  into  the  secrets  of  the  World. 

Tenth,  England  and  Science.  By  Science  I  mean 
Industrial  Enterprise ;  but  Industrial  Enterprise  in* 
eludes  and  necessitates  public  spirit  and  martial  daring. 
Without  these  England  must  become  what  the  French 
so  often  reproach  her  with  being, — a  second  Carthage : 
and  we  all  know  what  the  fate  of  Carthage  was  in  spite 
of  Hannibal  the  greatest  captain  of  Antiquity.  But 
we  need  not  fear :  we  have  aldermen  manufactured  out 
of  blubber  in  London,  but  we  have  no  Cotton  Lords. 

Eleventh,  Eussia  and  Destiny.     Eussia  has  nothing 
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great  in  herself,  and  there  is  nothing  great  in  the  Eus- 
sian  Eace.  She  is  the  mere  creature  of  external  cir- 
cumstances, and  as  through  destiny  she  has  risen  by 
destiny  also  she  must  fall.  Placed  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  small  or  feeble  or  disorganized  countries  she 
has  always  seemed  ten  times  stronger  than  she  was. 
But  the  ugly  blustering  bully  will  be  quietly  and  effec- 
tually extinguished  before  twenty  years  ;  and  the  poor 
creatures  in  the  periodical  press  who  have  sold  them- 
selves to  her  will  look  rather  foolish  before  twenty 
months.  Even  when  the  Hour  of  Mercy  comes, 
remember  that  there  is  to  be  no  mercy  for  them  or 
Eussia. 

Twelfth,  China  and  Custom.  It  appears  just  now 
that  the  Chinese  are  all  turning  Christians  and 
Protestants.  If  they  are  no  better  than  the  Chris- 
tians and  the  Protestants  we  have  in  this  country  they 
had  better  remain  what  they  are  whatever  that  may  be. 
But  whether  they  turn  Christians  and  Protestants  or 
not,  I  am  convinced  that  China  will  continue  to  be  dis- 
tinguished in  an  enormous  degree  in  the  Puture  as  it 
has  been  distinguished  in  the  Past  for  its  adherence  to 
Custom. 

Thirteenth,  India  and  Imagination.  I  have  never 
seen  India,  and  I  am  not  likely  ever  to  see  it ;  but 
whenever  England  weighs  upon  me  as  one  monstrous 
mass  of  cant  and  prose  and  quackery  I  bathe  myself 
in  the  gleam  and  gorgeousness  of  that  glorious  land. 
India  with  its  prodigal  fruitfulness  and  its  rich  phan- 
tasies will  ever  keep  the  Heart  of  the  "World,  the  Mind 
of  Europe,  young* 
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Fourteenth,  America  and  Progress.  America's 
Maxim  and  Mandate, — Go-a-head  ;  and  every  news- 
paper that  wings  its  way  to  us  across  the  Atlantic, 
recording  as  it  does  some  gigantic  feat  of  the  American 
People,  save  me  all  comment  and  explanation* 

If  after  the  rapid  sketch  of  Individualism  which  I 
have  given,  any  of  you  should  think  it  worth  promoting 
either  as  a  theory  or  as  a  practical  energy,  I  may  men- 
tion that  chief  obstacles  to  its  progress  are  the  two 
leading  Doctrines  of  Christianity,  the  Doctrine  of 
Resignation  and  the  Doctrine  of  Justification  by  Faith. 
The  first  destroys  all  moral  force  and  the  second  all 
moral  responsibility.  The  first  makes  men  vegetables 
or  machines,  the  second  Devils  under  the  garb  of  Saints. 
As  to  Resignation  its  atrocious  absurdity  is  shown  in 
the  character  of  Uncle  Tom,  that  black  Jesus  Christ  as 
somebody  called  him.  As  to  Justification  by  Paith, 
think  of  all  your  neighbours  who  are  Methodists  and 
Evangelicals.  To  Christianity  then  Individualism  pro- 
claims eternal  war,  for  Christianity  is  always  lying  in 
its  path  as  a  log  or  a  loathesomeness ;  though  I  re- 
peat what  Lessing  said  long  since,  that  the  Religion  of 
Christ  and  the  Christian  Religion  are  not  at  all  the 
same  thing,  and  that  I  believe  Christ  to  have  been  a 
divine  soul  and  true  and  great  reformer.  If  he  were 
living  now,  is  there  a  single  one  of  all  his  followers 
that  he  would  not  be  ashamed  of? 

There  is  one  article  in  the  Creed  of  Individualism 
for  which  I  shall  not  easily  find  converts,  and  that  is 
the  revival  of  Polytheism ;  but  in  no  part  of  that  Creed 
have  I  a  more  rooted  conviction.     There  has  been  no 
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Keligion  either  national  or  natural  in  the  World  since 
Polytheism  fell ;  which  is  almost  equivalent  to  saying 
that  there  has  been  no  nation  since  Polytheism  fell. 
Of  Nature  in  her  interior  essence  we  know  nothing ; 
but  the  Nation  is  the  most  heroic  form  of  Nature,  and 
the  Hero  is  the  divinest  expression  of  the  Nation;  and 
when  the  Hero  is  no  longer  with  us  we  cherish  his 
Image  and  adore  his  Statue.  But  we  also  need  some- 
thing to  symbolize  to  us  the  grandest  objects  in  Nature, 
the  Stars  and  the  rest,  and  the  subtlest  things  in  Na- 
ture, the  Elements.  We  need  in  fact  to  have  as  the 
Greeks  had,  Nature  and  the  Nation  in  pictorial  warmth 
and  in  statuesque  beauty  in  every  public  place,  at  every 
corner  of  the  street. 

These  results  will  neither  seem  difficult  nor  far  off 
if  I  can  send  forth  this  night  a  few  Sons  of  Nature, 
and  a  few  Heroes  from  this  Assembly. 


ROYSTON    PRESS:    S.  AND   J.WARREN. 
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"  The  best  English  book  I  ever  read.  Best  as  to  matter  and 
best  as  to  manner.  As  to  style,  rich  as  an  Oriental  poem — its  lan- 
guage, the  gracefullest,  manliest  Saxon." — E.  P.  O'Kellys 
Consciousness. 

"A  work  of  singular  originality,  though  not  free  from  the  fancies 
and  eccentricities  which  frequently  accompany  true  genius.,, — 
Chambers'  Edinburgh  Journal. 

"  Even  those  who  can  find  no  sympathy  with  its  philosophy, 
will  derive  pleasure  and  improvement  from  the  many  exquisite 
touches  of  feeling  and  the  many  pictures  of  beauty  which  mark  its 
pages.  The  expansive  philosophy,  the  penetrative  intellect,  and 
the  general  humanity  of  the  author,  have  rendered  The  Elements 
of  Individualism  a  book  of  strong  and  general  interest." — Critic. 

"  We  have  been  singularly  interested  by  this  book.  Here  is  a 
speaker  and  thinker  whom  we  may  securely  feel  to  be  a  lover  of 
truth  exhibiting  in  his  work  a  form  and  temper  very  rare  and  pe- 
culiar in  our  time." — Manchester  Examiner. 


